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And the Moon, We have measured for it mansions (to traverse) till
it returns like the old (and withered) lower part of a date-stalk.
(Surat Yaa Seen : 39)
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It is Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, who has named Himself. Therefore,
the names of Allah are not subject to debate and argument because they
have been determined by textual evidence from the Qur’an or the Sunnah
of the Prophet (peace be upon him). We know the names of Allah from the
verses of the Qur’an which indicate them, such as the verse,

(Surat al-Hashr, 59:24). We also know them from
the authentic narrations of the Prophet (peace be upon him) which indicate
them, such as the hadeeth in which he said,

(Reported by Muslim).

Any of Allah’s names which is mentioned in the Qur’an in a restricted sense
cannot be considered absolute in its scope and thus general, such as the name
Al-Muntagim (i.e. the one who exacts retribution). This name is mentioned
in the Qur’an in a restricted sense, as in the verse,

(Surat As-Sajdah 32:22) Similarly, any name
which is used as an active participle (ism faa’il), indicating the person who
does the action, cannot be considered general. An example from the Qur’an
is the verse, (Surat al-An'aam, 6:96) Examples
from the Prophet’s Sunnah include the words Az-Zaari’ (the sower) and adh-
Dhaari’ (the Cultivator). None of these names may be considered among the
glorious names of Allah.

Names which contain one single attribute cannot be considered a single
name, but different names. Examples include the names Al-Qaadir (The
Able), Al-Qadeer (The Ever Able), and Al-Mugtadir (The Perfect in Ability),
each of which comprises the attribute of ability and are all considered three
separate names.

Names which are mentioned together should not be separated and should
be considered one single name. Examples include the names Al-Qaabidh, Al-
Baasit (The Withholder, the Expander) and Al-Mugaddim, Al-Mwakh-khir (The
Expediter, the One who causes Delay). Such names must not be used
separately, for absolute perfection is realised in their combination.
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Affirming them as Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has
affirmed them for Himself in His Book (the Qur’an) or as
the Prophet (peace be upon him) affirmed them for Him
in the authentic Sunnah. Belief in these names requires
establishing evidence regarding them, experiencing their
positive effects, understanding their meanings and acting
upon their dictates.

Not likening Allah to any of those of His creation. Allah,
Exalted be He, says,
(Surah Ash-Shooraa, 42:11).

These names point to His perfect attributes and so we do
not attempt to give them any interpretation whatsoever,
leaving this to Allah, Exalted be He, for this constitutes
knowledge of the unseen which we will never grasp, as
Allah has not informed us about it. As Allah, Exalted be
He, says,

(SuratTaa Haa, 20:110) Allah praises those who are mindful of Him
because of their belief in the unseen:

(Surat al-Baqarah 2:3).

Ugaay 4 Lgusl ol b8 2 diit all Lgasl LS g e ol Lgslal
Aabinzis Jaally Legags sl LaLal s ealoiiaa g oA

rollas alll g3 dats e uad Bgili e e alll 4y 5

< V) sgsaidh

4l LgnasSy @lall (ogdig Il diliis JLSle Ju3 elaw¥l o2a
L Juen M ety 555 o8 ol cill ey s oY il
Te By (- :ollas alll 18 LS 4 yas

Lz cpant | alll

RAEEA)



,’/ ,J'I’if ;' i “ o
) |
bAL.
; -~ : 'ﬁ
o puit o ;; ~ 7z S 440 AL oo - e
,} ~ Pl ).//,,/q c - f/‘ <~ {7~ A {”/ ';I ‘ ”‘, .
{ / ﬂ&&x),w M}Q&g/ R | :

[TV e 3l]

No just estimate have they made of Allah, such as is due to Him:
on the Day of Judgment the whole of the earth will be but His
handful, and the heavens will be rolled up in His right hand: Glory
to Him! High is He above the Partners they attribute to Him!
(Surat Az-Zumar : 67 )
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- ~ and sending messengers with legislation and guidance based on hall Jhesly
] Mg religion that is true and easy. The)glalso point to His infinite 1.2 ) :
: Aals 2 altf o el e ygs oall Lgsy ‘yag ®
e Y ' kn}dness which is apparent in giving great rewards, forgiveness =FIERG Tt ) R LG'L' > dlex O
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Allah, Glorified and Sublime be He, says, “Allah, there is no god but He,
the Ever Living, the All-Sustainer...” (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:255).

Allah, the proper noun of Allah, comes from the word ilaah (God),
which denotes that Allah is the only True God who deserves to be
worshipped, and that no one else should be worshipped besides Him.

The word ‘Allah’ comprises all the meanings of the beautiful names
of Allah almighty and includes all His attributes.

Some benefits of belief in this name:

Loving Allah, Glorified and Sublime be He, deeply and sincerely
more than anyone and anything other than Him. This requires that
we should love whomever and whatever Allah loves, hate whomever
and whatever He hates and love and hate for His sake alone.

Extolling Allah, Exalted be He, revering Him above all else, sincerely
directing all acts of worship to Him alone, such as reliance, fear,
hope, prayer, fast, slaughter.

Experiencing peace and tranquillity and true happiness that we
find and the true intimacy we experience in the presence of Allah,
Glorified and Sublime be He.

Believing in all the beautiful names of Allah, for this name includes
all of them.

Worship directed to other than Allah, Exalted be He, 1s invalid. This
requires disowning shirk (associating partners with Allah) and those
who practise it.
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Al-Kareem, Al-Akram
The Most Gracious, the Most Bountiful

Al-Waliyy, Al-Mawlaa, :

Ll

Allah, Exalted be He, says, “O mankind, what has deceived you concerning At ) z iy’ FEG? \ﬁ /’2\_‘; Ladil 1z e
vour Lord, the Most Gracious.” (Surat A-Infitaar, 826) He, Exalted be He, also . ¥ % e s 2 L‘ﬁ % o J
. says, “Read! And your Lord is the Most Bountiful.” (Surat Al-Alag, 96:3). 3G bt A
The Protector, the Guardian y % e & ST S5 T30 B s it gt
¢ These beautiful names include numerous wonderful meanings. Allah is : ’
the One who gives His slaves'abundant}y and benefits them immeasurably, St (Lt WK Gl G paall Glewd! Glas ety @
the One who bestows blessings on His slaves even before they become ", X Sigmmtdt . RE T " oA L
deserving of them. He is also the One who has created man in the best LS et | R L g W]
¢ Allah, Exalted be He, says, “Heis the Protector, the Praiseworthy.” (Surat o, { A e} ‘,J,;S\ [y } ol gl e possible form. (9 (e | 20 Ol U
Ash-Shooraa, 42.28) He also says, “Then know that Allah is your Protector— ' ¢ He is the Most Bountiful. He graciously and continually gives His slaves ] ) | R | . .
an excellent Protector and an excellent Helper!” (Surat Al-Anfaal, 8:40). ¥ dw.l{ A 2 E_,,,; ‘_;;_3\ f;_,, } sl alil ey His bounties. He makes His bounties readily available to them and helps Jeen M1 ¢ dBllany @I )::;.J\ 389 ca)SI 5,58 (pa @ SN gy @
¢ This name means the helper and supporter whose help and : them enjoy them effortlessly. He is free of all imperfections. o3l e 030l gag onie Le Sl (o paag 00 i
support is close to the believers. e pall joldl oo alile (3l gag: eI (ya  juolidl i gl iaa @ ¢ He is the Most Generous who gives without measure and without being bt " 5 ¥ il oo )Si\ .
© It also means the guardian who manages everything and disposes ~Cnadl) oalial 3251l asked, in His immense generosity. He gives all His creatures without ¢ T o °'3 ‘5 “a 14
Of all affairs‘ In thlS sense, Allah is the Master Of all creation; : = exception, Whether they are needy or not. He fulﬁls all their needs, Small e "“ Lﬁ" (5"\'” 9B9 ‘LQJ"""A Uﬁ" ‘5"‘” )“"s" UA&' yﬁ LO)-«L}
that is, He is their creator, sustainer, ruler and True God who G e = all 12 — allly ey @SLA 1D Agall syl tgtly @ and big. He never breaks His promise and never lets down those who ! Lt e paiins ¥
g .. . = - turn to Him.
alone deserves to be worshipped. 3! @a3sing B 59 gl g 0aSileg @aim 1l tonnen]
Benefits of belief in these names include the fol]owing: | Benefits of belief in these names include the following: A JSS’! ¢ @ S s Al 4.-?"“‘"" Olaa¥ Lo (pe
: - : | Il L Oles¥i LT ¢ : - - - -
-+ Loving Allah and worshipping none but Him. L\ (v P el plaa 2l Hla) ;e . Lov1r%g Allah .for His graciousness aqd demonstratlpg true'lt?ve of .Hlm.by a2l ol pamg 1352 | uiods da)S Lle il 3 .
~n o = e o B ¢ A beli totall . e showing gratitude to Him, worshipping none but Him, praising Him with
= P e e | oL i s Bolally osl )yl alil e @ the tongue and demonstrating such gratefulness through our actions. 3alally ﬂ-"f-"J
- relies on Allah, a'ssured that falsehood will soon vanish.

N5 o3 bl ol disg il 418534 0 punis alll se gy opagtiazs o o Sl_lowing due respect_to Allah, obse.ar.ving gopd etiquette when calling on oot oy LSSV g el 2 bty e s L
Him and demonstrating total humility to Him. i

d protection which come

!
-8 iving hard to win Allah’s support s
d fea ing none but I-{im.

i ._ﬂ"m gAllah a

o | AT - - olgdig il dindguay Aol alll a¥y Juid slga¥) - © Being totally attached to Allah, Exalted be He, totally relying on Him, Cllg ol Headl ongdiy cdide JSully il ousg 4 Blanll
* i -“"__‘I 2 e -"-‘ e ‘ entrusting all our affairs to him and asking none except Him. et ey i,

o alll oluel 4Yy e 3el 5l @iy alll eldgl A <
St -

I — iRy

LN ¢ Continually invoking Allah, Glorified and Sublime be He, thinking well

. e * -Blaly o _ of Him and having good expectations of Him, being assured that when 25 ol onadly (s 4 Glall Glusly o= Jag je = alll eles 3,58
- g ¥ He does not sometimes grant our request immediately He only does so for caadl Lgaley ¥ 13 BaSang pus Byla Y
- - - some good or some wisdom we do not know.
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Al Wakhaa
The Ever Giving

Ar-Paadq |Ar Pazsiay
The Provider & the Ever-Providing
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Ar-R aaziq, Ar—R azzaaq

The Provider, the Sustainer

Allah, Exalted be He, says, “Provide for us; for You are the best of providers.” (surat A-
Maaidah, 5:114) He, Exalted be He, also says, “Allah is the great Sustainer, the Mighty
One, the Invincible.” (Surat Adh-Dhariyaat, 51:58).

These names generally mean that Allah is the sole provider of all His creatures’
sustenance, for there is not a creature on the earth but Allah provides its
sustenance. In fact, His sustenance includes both the righteous and the wicked
whom He enables to find means of sustenance in this life.

He also takes it upon Himself to grant, in His immense mercy and grace, His
righteous servants special provisions, foremost of which are the blessings of
faith, Islam, beneficial knowledge and lawful earnings, in addition to the eternal
bliss He has in store for them in the hereafter.

The name Ar-Razzaaq points to the immense sustenance He provides fir His
creation.

Benefits of belief in these names include the following:

Loving Allah and thanking Him for His bountiful provisions which He extends
to all His creation without exception, and asking no one for anything except Him
alone.

Experiencing peace and tranquillity, not worrying about sustenance or fearing
anything when our source of income decreases or stops for some reason, and
trying not to seek it through unlawful means.

Being confident that Allah is the All-Provider (Ar-Razzaaq), a beautiful and
comprehensive name that incorporates a number of perfect attributes. He is All-
Wise (Al-Hakeem), the Ever Subtle (Al-Lateef), the Ever Aware (Al-Khabeer), the Ever
Able (Al-Qadeer) and the Most Merciful (Ar-Raheem). Therefore, He provides for His
slaves in His infinite wisdom, immense ability and absolute knowledge.

Being confident that the difference between people regarding sustenance is due
to Allah’s infinite wisdom and does not give His slaves equally because He knows
what is best and most appropriate for them.

The best and most beneficial form of provision in this life is religious knowledge,
faith and guidance, and the best form of provision in the hereafter is winning
Allah’s good pleasure and admission into Paradise.

Trying to earn a livelihood by ad.optmg worldly means and religious means that
b0 it, s s piety and onsciousness of Allah. Allah, Exalted be He, says,
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Al-Hameed
The Praiseworthy

¢ Allah, Exalted be He, says, ; _’i; " 3 ,jj\ } LiLs alil g

“Surely, He is Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.” (Surat Hud, 11:73).

© Al -Hameed means the One who is praiseworthy for His Being, ———

names, statements, actions, legislation and decree which - s . .
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© He is worthy of all praise, is praised by all creatures and Jadly e M o452

deserves to be praised because of the countless blessings and
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for His beautiful names and lofty attributes.
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The All-Forbearing

¢ Allah, Exalted be He, says,
“Allah has pardoned them. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, All-Forbearing.”
(Surat Aal- Imraan: 3:155).

¢ This name means the One who is so patient that He does not
punish His slaves for any sin they commit; rather, He gives them
the opportunity to make amends and turn to Him in repentance. He
forgives them, in His immense mercy, even though He can, without
delay, punish them for the sins they commit.

Benefits of belief in this name include the following:

¢ Loving Allah, showing due respect to Him and feeling ashamed to do
things He does not like, hastening to obey Him and refraining from
disobeying Him.

¢ Hoping for His mercy and not despairing of it, hastening to seek
Allah’s forgiveness no matter how big the sin one has committed may
be, for Allah only postpones punishment so that sinners may turn to
Him in repentance and seek His forgiveness.

¢ Taking care not to make Allah angry, for His forgiveness and
forbearance does not mean that He is unable to punish the sinners.
Rather, He gives them the opportunity to turn to Him in repentance.
When Allah, the Forbearing, becomes angry, He becomes very angry
indeed.

- Allah does not hasten to punish the unbelievers or to grant victory
to the believers; rather, He, in His infinite wisdom, displays total

ce in these cases. 2
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';. . He it is Who shapes you in the wombs as He
pleases. There is no bnd but He, the Exalted
Might, the Wise.
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Al-Khaaliq, Al-Khallaagq
The Creator, the All-Creator

Allah, Exalted be He, says,
“He is Allah, the Creator, the Originator, the Fashioner...”
(Surat Al-Hashr, 59:24);
“Truly, your Lord is the Creator, the All-Knowing.”
(Surat Al-Hijr, 15:86).

Al-Khaaliq is the One who creates things out of nothing and
with no precedence. The name Al-Khallaaq is the intensive
form of Al-Khaaliq, which indicates that He increases in
creation what He pleases and in a perfect manner.
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Y = Ar-Rahmaan, Ar-Raheem

The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

e Allah, Exalted be He, says, “In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful.” (Surat Al-Faatihah, 1:1).

¢ These two venerable names are derived from the Arabic word ar-
rahmah (mercy). The name Ar-Rahmaan relates to His Being, that
is, mercy that is His intrinsic attribute. This type of mercy is
comprehensive and Allah shows it to all His creation without
exception both in this life and in the hereafter. Allah, Exalted
be He, says, “Our Lord, You encompass everything in mercy and
lnowledge” (Surat Ghaafir, 407).

¢ Ar-Raheem, on the other hand, refers to Allah’s actual mercy and
the extra mercy which He shows towards the believers in this life
by guiding them to Islam and making their lives easy for them;
He also shows it towards them in the hereafter by forgiving their
sins and raising them to higher ranks and degrees of honour.
Allah the Exalted says, “He is ever Merciful to the believers.” (Surat
Al-Ahzaab, 33:43).

| i
~© Allah’s immense mercy for His slaves includes the fact that
‘He created them with an innate inclination to believe in Him

'y
- = Wes§ 1gers to them, revealed scriptures and laid

- IA Ic a s for their own world  benefits to protect their lives,

I
1 pr ty. Allah, Exalted be He, says, "'« hove not

S

all mankind at al- biyau,—-‘-_..

Benefits of belief in these two names include the
following:

Loving Allah as He truly deserved to be loved, hoping for His
mercy and never despairing of it.

Showing gratefulness to Allah for the mercy He shows towards
us and for the numerous blessings He has bestowed on us.

Thinking well of Allah and having good expectations of Him,
exercising patience in times of trials and tribulations, hoping to
have our sins forgiven and looking forward to Allah’s help and
assistance.

Acquiring the quality of mercy and showing it towards others
in order to guide them to Islam and as a means of showing
kindness to them.

Being aware of Allah’s presence and thus trying not to disobey
Him in return for His immense mercy and His kindness to him.

Striving to receive Allah’s mercy by doing things that will help
us achieve this noble goal, including the following:

Doing acts that He likes and abandoning those that He does not
like.
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ateef

The All-Subtle

e Allah, Exalted be He, says, “No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision, and He the Al-Subtle, the All- 0T Ll .{ J\,;. 3'% 1 3, gt ’YT) 3 )’u J } s il g
Aware.” (Surat Al-An‘aam, 6:103). .

©  Al-Lateef means the One who has knowledge of all things, subtle and hidden, and the One who shows His il 3yl oslie I uintly Leo Il dilayly Aaaull 2asdl s LaVL dale ety caidalll @l @
immense mercy to His slaves and shows them ways leading to goodness in very subtle ways not known to )
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immense kindness to His slaves by fulfilling their needs, in His all-encompassing kindness and in ways they
do not perceive. 3
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The Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and grant him peace)
said, (Reported by Muslim).

This name means that Allah is beautiful as to His Being, names,
attributes and actions. His Being is the most beautiful; His names
are all beautiful and connote absolute perfection and utmost praise,
honour and glory; all His attributes are also lofty and entail absolute
perfection and utmost praise and glory.

His actions are all beautiful, for they all reflect absolute goodness
and utmost kindness, which require us to show gratefulness to Him;
they are also all just and wise, which require us to praise Him, as
they all represent absolute knowledge and wisdom.

Affirming the attribute of beauty to Allah and believing that He is
beautiful in a manner that befits His majesty and greatness.

Loving Allah for having perfect beauty in His Being, name, attributes
and actions and for the splendid beauty He created in the universe.

Longing to see Allah, the Beautiful, which is in itself the best form of
bliss, and showing contentment with Allah’s decree and submitting
completely to His will, assured that He does what He please in His
infinite wisdom and absolute knowledge.

Seeking to look good and adorn oneself. The Prophet (may Allah
bless him and grant him peace) said, “Allah is beautiful and loves
beauty.” This beauty is of two types: (a) outward beauty which
includes cleanliness of and adornment of the body and clothing
as well as good character and actions, and (b) inner beauty which
includes sincerity, love and having a heart that is free from enmity
and 1ll will.
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Fearing Allah and standing in awe of Him are the two
cornerstones of worship, which correspond to hope in
Allah’s mercy and His forgiveness. Allah, Exalted be
He, says, “Those who fear their Lord in the Unseen will have
forgiveness and an immense reward.” (Surat AlMulk 67:12) Talking
about the angels, Allah also says, “They fear their Lord above
them...” (Surat An-Nahl 16:50).

In this section, you will learn about Allah’s beautiful names
which prompt us to fear Allah and stand in awe of Him.

This positive effect in the heart and the mind comes as a
result of reflecting on the meanings of these names and
the effect they produce in this life and in the hereafter.

Generally, these names point to the fact that Allah
encompasses all things, and that He is aware of all our
actions, apparent and hidden, as well as the minute
intricacies of the wuniverse. They point to Allah’s
forbearance which requires giving His sinful slaves the
opportunity to make amends and turn to Him. They also
point to His omnipotence in inflicting severe punishment
on those who disobey Him as well as those who deserve
such punishment, all in His immense justice. Allah,
Exalted be He, says, “Such is the punishment of your Lord
when He punishes the towns while they are unjust; surely, His
punishment is painful, severe.” (Surat Hud, 11:102).

Allah will reward or punish His slaves on the Day of
Judgement for whatever acts they have done in this world.
He will also, in His infinite mercy and grace, forgive the
sins of whomever He wills.

These qualities of fearing Allah and standing in awe of Him
have a positive impact on our lives. These names prompt
us to keep away from sins for fear of Allah’s punishment,
not trusting the life of the world and its fleeting pleasures,
being afraid of Allah’s punishment especially after showing
us forbearance and patience and giving us the opportunity
to repent and turn to Him.
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The Names of Allah which Prompt Us to

Fear Allah and Stand
in Great Awe of Him
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e Allah, Exalted be He, says, “.the Almighty, the Compeller, the
Supremely Great...” (Surat Al-Hashr, 59:23)

e Heisthe Most High, the Irresistible and the Sublime. Whatever
He decrees will certainly come to pass without fail. He heals the
broken-hearted and binds up their wounds, and brings comfort

Al-Jabbaar
The Compeller
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to the weak and to those who turn to Him and seek His refuge.

* The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said,
“..Then He (Allah) will call out to them with a voice that those far
off will hear just as those nearby will hear): I am the King. I am the
Supreme Judge...” (Al-Haakim. Sheikh Al-Albaanee classified it as hasan ‘good")
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Ad-Dayyaan

The Supreme Judge
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e He is the Irresistible and All-Powerful Judge and Ruler who
rewards or punishes people according to their deeds.
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Al-Hakam, Khayr-ul-Haakimeen
The Judge, the Best of Judges

Allah, Exalted be He, says, “Shall I then seek a judge other than Allah?” (surar A-
An'aam:6:114); “..and He is the Best of Judges.” (Surat Yoonus, 10:109).

Allah judges amongst His slaves in this life and in the hereafter with absolute
fairness and equity. He will restore rights to their owners on the Day of
Judgement, and He judges and ordains anything He wishes according to His
foreknowledge and wise regulation of all affairs of the universe. Allah also
judges amongst His slaves according to His Law, and it is not permissible to
seek other than His judgement.

Allah’s judgement or decree is of three types:

A decree pertaining to the universal will of Allah, which is in accordance with
His foreknowledge and wisdom. Some of these judgements may be pushed
back (such as hunger and sickness) and a Muslim is recommended to do so,
while some others may not be pushed back (such as death), in which case a
Muslim must accept wholeheartedly and submit to Allah’s will, knowing full
well that Allah is kind and wise in whatever He decrees.

A religious, legislative decree, which a Muslim must accept with the fullest
conviction and reject any laws that oppose it and contradict it.

A decree pertaining to reward and punishment, whereby He will judge among
His slaves and decide between them on the Day of Judgement. A Muslim must
believe in this type of judgement and prepare himself for it.

Benefits of belief in these names include the following:

Accepting Allah’s judgements, submitting to His will and giving precedence
to His law over other laws, for Allah’s laws and judgements are the best and
must be given precedence.

Fearing Allah, adhering to His law, doing whatever He approves, avoiding
whatever He disapproves, refraining from oppressing people and begging
whomever one has wronged for forgiveness and restoring their rights to them.
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As-'Aleem, Al-'Aalim, 'Allaam-ul-Ghuyoob

The All-Knowing, the Omniscient, the Knower of the Unseen

Allah, Exalted be He, says,

“Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing.” (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:115).
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“You are the Knower of the things unseen.” (Surat Al-Maa‘idah, 5:109).

* These names mean that Allah’s knowledge is comprehensive and
extends to everything seen and unseen, apparent and hidden. He also
knows the past, the present and the future, and nothing whatsoever
is hidden from Him.
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souls whisper to them. He also knows all about their circumstances
and what is bound to improve their condition. He is aware of the laws
He has sent down and those He has abrogated, and thus the ones

which will benefit His slaves.
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Benefits of belief in these names include the following: ol 15l

* Fearing Allah, being aware of His presence in public and in private,

obeying His commands and staying away from everything He has
prohibited.

Believing in Allah’s decree and experiencing peace and tranquility as
to whatever Allah decrees for us.

Accepting Allah’s judgements and fully submitting to them, for they
come from the All-Knowing, who knows what benefits His slaves and
what causes them hardship.
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e Hoping for Allah’s mercy, experiencing peace and tranquillity in His
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Al-Baseer
The All-Seeing

Allah, Exalted be He, says,
“Surely, He is aware of and sees His servants.”
(Surat Ash-Shooraa: 42:27).

This name means that His sight encompasses everything that
1s conceivable, hidden or apparent, no matter how hidden
or small it may be. It also means that He has knowledge of
everything and anything about it that is hidden.

Benefits of belief in this name include the following:

Affirming that Allah’s sight encompasses every conceivable
kind of seeing in unrestricted or absolute vision and in a
manner befitting His majesty.

Being aware of Allah’s presence, fearing Him and avoiding
anything wrong when we know He can see us.

Doing good deeds for His sake and in a proficient manner.

Submitting to His will and accepting His decree, for He is
aware of those of His slaves who deserve to be guided.

Keeping one’s composure, exercising patience and anticipating
Allah’s rewards in the hereafter when subjected to afflictions
of any type.
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As-Samee’
The All-Hearing

Allah, Exalted be He, says, “There is nothing like Him. He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.” (Surat Ash-Shooraa, 42:11).

Allah’s hearing encompasses all sounds, apparent and hidden.
He hears everything His creation say or utter, and nothing is
hidden from Him. His hearing encompasses the heavens and
the earth.

The name As-Samee’ also means the One who answers the prayer
of those who worship Him and pray to Him.

Benefits of belief in this name include the following:

Affirming the attribute of hearing to Allah and believing that
He hears in a manner that befits His majesty and greatness
without changing the meaning of this attribute, denying it
completely or likening it to that of any of His creatures.

Fearing Allah and watching our tongues for fear of saying
something, quietly or loudly, that is displeasing to Allah.

Praying to Allah, begging Him to grant our requests and fulfil
our needs, in this life and in the hereafter, remembering Him
while experiencing peace and tranquillity in His presence,
thinking well of Him and having good expectations of Him, for
He is the One who hears our voices, answers the prayer of those
who pray to Him and accepts the good deeds from the pious.
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The Reckoner
e Allah, Exalted be He, says, o | S oyl Je e
“Allah is sufficient as a Reckoner.” { L
LM:-_ 4
(Surat An-Nisaa’: 4:6).
¢ This name means that Allah is aware of His slaves and will <[eloaill
take account of their actions and reward them or punish them
accordingly. It also means that He is sufficient for those who (o 2189 (mgd (bl (mgule b Il ooliny @ulall tolias @
rely on Him, and that He is ever ready to provide protection 1< s viesll L
and help to them. M R
Benefits of belief in this name include the following: ot 1 AL @y Olas¥h 55T (e

e Showing total need for and dependence on Allah alone, fully

aware that people are in constant need of Him, placing one’s e s sl g R o) e SRR LT

trust in Allah after doing all that is required without thinking Lowily LgulaSt @ags 9l Lgud sle (g0 Lg..uaz;%g\_.uu‘y‘
that means alone are sufficient to achieve one’s goals.

o Fearing Allah, Glorified and Sublime be He, bringing oneself to sobusdl 8 Guaill diulmag idag Se alll (o gl e
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preparing for the Day of Reckoning by doing numerous acts of 1. .
obedience to Allah, avoiding acts of disobedience to Him as well (el

as wronging people.
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¢ Relying on Allah alone, for He is sufficient for us and He is the
best protector.
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Exalting and venerating Allah is one of the greatest duties we
must discharge towards our Lord. Doing so prompts us to fear
Allah, revere Him, love Him and hope in His mercy and grace.

Allah, Exalted be He, says,

(Surat Az-Zumar, 39:67) He also
says,
(Surat Nooh, 71:13).

In this section, you will learn about the beautiful names of Allah
that point to His greatness and supreme majesty, Exalted and
Glorified be He.

Generally, these names point to Allah’s absolute power over
everything, every being and every action, His complete control of
the universe, His absolute disposal of affairs, His decree which will
certainly come to pass, His immense wisdom which has perfected
everything He created as well as every action and every law.

They also point to Allah’s absolute dominion and His decree which
cannot be averted and that everything belong to Him. They also
point to Allah’s greatness and His eternal presence, that He is
the Ever Living who never dies, that neither slumber, nor sleep
overtakes Him.

The greatest meaning they contain is that all His creation stand
in need of Him and show total dependence upon Him.

Belief in Allah’s greatness, supreme majesty and absolute power
causes us to experience peace and tranquillity, assured of Allah’s
promise, endure hardships and misfortunes patiently while
defending the truth, bear misfortunes, not to worry about our
sustenance, honour whatever He has declared sacred, and not to
be deceived by the life of the world, power and wealth.

They also prompt us to be conscious of Allah’s presence and to
show due respect to Him in public and in secret, love Him, hope
for His mercy, seek refuge with Him, ask Him alone to grant
our requests and fulfil our needs and reject all forms of shirk
(associating partners with Allah in worship).
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Allah, Exalted be He, says,
(Surat al-Baqarah, 2:260).

Allah, Exalted be He, is the possessor of all might, strength, dominance
and has the total ability to subjugate everyone and everything. All His
creatures humble themselves before Him. He has subjugated all of them. He
is the Sovereign who honours whomever He pleases and abases whomever
He pleases.

Testifying that Allah is the only God who deserves to be worshipped without
any partners, for partnership contradicts perfect might and honour.

Declaring that He is free from every evil and imperfection and glorifying
and venerating Him.

Fearing Allah, seeking refuge in Him, renouncing any claim to might and
power, attributing all might and strength to Him alone, for His command
will surely come to pass, and asking Him to make us righteous and help us
adhere to the truth.

Rising above falsehood and those who uphold it, for honour and might
belong to Allah and those who obey His commands; as for those who seek
honour and might from other than Allah, they will find nothing but utter
disgrace.

Not cherishing the thought that we can gain honour and power through
such worldly ambitions as wealth and power, for these might cause us
humiliation instead. We should seek true honour and power from Allah
alone.

Showing compassion and humbleness towards the believers is one the
causes of gaining honour and might.

Honour and might can be attained by referring to Allah’s Noble Book (the
Qur’an), which overcomes those who oppose it and honours and raises the
status of those who act according to it and call others to it.
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Allah, Exalted be He, says,
(Surat Al-Hashr, 59:23) He also says,

(Surat Al-Qamar, 54: 54 - 55) He also says,
(Surat Aal-Imraan, 3:26) .

To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth and
all that is in them. To Him belongs absolute and perfect dominion,
and He manages all affairs of the universe. Every worldly king
only holds such a powerful position because it is Allah, Exalted be
He, who has granted him such a position. Everything in the entire
universe 1s under His control, and nothing He gives to His slaves
decreases what He has in the least.

Worshipping Allah alone without associating any partners with
Him, with true love, fear and hope, for He is the One who gives and
withholds and the One who does whatever He wills and manages
all the affairs of the universe. Allah, Exalted be He, says,

(Surat Hud, 11:56).

Wholeheartedly accepting Allah’s decisions, submitting to His
will, not turning to any laws other than His law and referring all
matters to His judgement.

Developing strong attachment to our Lord in pursuit of our
livelihoods, wholeheartedly accepting whatever He decides for us
after doing our best and using all the means possible.

Whatever we possess in this world, small or big, constitutes
nothing but a partial, temporary possession which Allah has
granted us, and all borrowed property will be returned to Allah, its
real owner. Therefore, we must show humility before our Creator,
the True God, Exalted be He.
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Allah, Exalted be He, says,

(Surat al-Hashr, 59:23).

Al-Muhaymin means the One who watches over His creatures and
1s fully aware of all their actions, sustenance and the terms He
has fixed for them in this life. He knows all their affairs, has
power over all of them, has a record of everyone’s deeds and is
aware of them and encompasses them from all sides.

Being aware of Allah’s presence in public and in private, fearing
Him, venerating Him and exalting Him.

Loving Allah, drawing closer to Him by obeying His orders, being
thankful to Him for His blessings and favours, relying on Him
and entrusting all our affairs to Him.
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Allah, Exalted be He, says,

(Surat al-Jumua’h, 62:1).

Al-Qudoos means the One who is free of any imperfection, nor
1s evil attributed to Him, for all perfect and sublime attributes
belong to Him.

Loving, Allah, Exalted be He, extolling Him and venerating
Him because He is free of all imperfections.

Declaring Allah free of all imperfections with regard to His
Supreme Being, statements, actions, names and attributes
and considering this an act of worship. This involves the
following:

Affirming all the names and attributes of Allah, Exalted
be He, which He has confirmed for Himself or confirmed
by His Messenger (may Allah bless him and grant him
peace) without changing their meanings, denying them
completely or likening them to those of any of His
creatures.

Declaring Allah, Exalted be He, free of having any
partners, an equal, a wife or children.

Referring all judgments to His law, implementing it,
submitting completely to it, wholeheartedly accepting it, for it
is free of imperfection, injustice and ignorance.

Not entertaining any evil thoughts about the Lord of all the
worlds. Allah, Exalted be He, says, censuring the unbelievers
and the hypocrites,

(Surat A-Fath, 48:6)
Therefore, any thought about Allah Almighty which does not
befit His majesty in reality contradicts His name Al-Qudoos.
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MEASURED

IH LIOHT yrana,

THE SPEED oF LoHT 14 VADLILIR
IS 300,000 KM rea BECOND.
A LIGHT SECOND = 300,000 KM

A LIEBHT MINUTE = | B,000,.000 KM

A LIDHT YEAR = 9,467,074,800,000 KM
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“Thatis Allah, your Lord”: That is, He is the Lord who looks after all creation
by bestowing all kinds of blessings upon them and keeping all types of
evil away from them, and the One who disposes of all their affairs.
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“There is nothing worthy of worship besides Him, the Creator of all things, so
worship Him”: That is, if it becomes confirmed beyond any doubt that Allah
alone is worthy of worship, which is a fact, then sincerely direct all acts of
worship to Him, for this is the reason behind creating the creation in the
first place. As the Qur’an states, “I have only created jinn and man to worship
Me.” (Surat adh-Dhaariyaat, 51:56).
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“And He has power to dispose of all things”: that is, He manages all affairs
of His creation in His knowledge, perfect ability and immense wisdom.
Allah’s disposal of all affairs includes, among many other things, making
His religion clear and understood and safeguarding it against any type
of corruption by not allowing any omissions or deletions to creep into it.
This also includes protecting the believers against anything that may
take away their faith and religion, as well as providing for the sustenance
of His creation and all that will benefit them. This feeling instils in the
believer’s heart the power of total reliance on Allah and seeking His
assistance. .
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“That is Allah, your Lord; there is nothing worthy of worship besides Him, the Creator of
all things, so worship Him. And He has the power to dispose of all things.” tsurat a-an aam 6:102)
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1s worship itself because it involves the
recognition that Allah is our Lord, in whose Hand
is the dominion of everything. It also involves the
recognition that He is the True God who alone deserves
to be worshipped, in total submission and humility.
Attributing this right to anyone other than Allah is an
act of shirk (associating others with Allah is worship).

Allah, Exalted be He, through His beautiful
names is our greatest duty towards them. This includes
such forms of worship as invoking Allah, remembering
Him, praising Him by them, constantly reflecting upon
their meanings, and acting upon their requirements.
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*And to Allah belong the Most Beautiful Names, so call
Him by them.”
(Surat Al-Araaf 7:180)
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Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him before you
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Those who do not transgress the limits set by Allah and
observe their duties towards Him will find that Allah will
always protect them, give them help and support and
make them successful. Allah, Exalted be He, says, “Allah
is with those who fear him and do good deeds.” (Surat An-Nahl, 16:128).

A Muslim feels Allah’s presence at all times. Allah says,
“Fear not. Indeed, I am with you both; I hear and I see.” (Surat Taa
Haa, 2046). The Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him
peace) said to Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq (may Allah be pleased
with him), when the latter expressed his worry that they
might be seen by the enemy while they were hiding in the
Cave of Thawr, “What do you think of two, the third of whom
is Allah?” (Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim).

Being aware of Allah’s presence requires that Allah will
protect His servants and grant them success and victory.
Those who are mindful of Allah and observe their duties
towards Him will find Him before them at all times, in
all places, and under all circumstances. In this way, they
experience peace and tranquillity in His presence and thus
rely on none other than Allah. The Prophet (may Allah
bless him and grant him peace) said, “The best form of faith
is the servant’s awareness that Allah is with him wherever he
may be.”
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Be mindful of Allah, and He will take care of you
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Being mindful of Allah can be realized by not transgressing
the limits He has set, obeying His commands and avoiding
all the acts He has prohibited.

The obligatory prayer is one of the greatest acts of worship
a Muslim ought to safeguard. Allah commands the faithful
to establish it and perform it regularly. Allah, Exalted be
He, says, “Carefully observe the appointed prayers, and the
middle prayer.” (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2238 A Muslim must safeguard
his mind and stomach by not consuming things Allah has
forbidden. He must also protect his hearing, sight and
tongue from whatever Allah has prohibited. Allah, Exalted
be He, says, “Indeed, the hearing, and the sight, and the heart,
all of these will be questioned.” (Surat Al-Israa, 17:36)

Allah’s protection of His servants includes protection of
their worldly benefits, such as their body, family, children
and wealth; protection of their religion and faith from
doubts and whims and desires and causing them to die
as Muslims; and their protection from punishment and
terrifying events on the Day of Judgement.
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The Prophet's Advice (may Allah bless him and grant him peace)
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* Abul-‘*Abbaas Abdullah ibn *Abbaas (mav Allah be pleased with him and his father) narrated,
“I was riding behind the Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him peace] when he said,

“Young man, [ will teach you some words™,
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(Reported by At-Tirmidhee who said it is authentic and sound).
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Remember Allah in times of ease and prosperity, and
He will remember you in times of adversity

This means, if we are mindful of Allah and do not transgress
the limits He has set in times of ease, Allah will certainly
come to our assistance in times of hardship and protect us
because of our remembrance of our Lord.

Our knowledge of Allah is of two types: The first type is
knowledge based on belief and acknowledgement, while
the second type is specific and involves the heart’s total
attachment to Allah, which causes us to experience
tranquillity in Allah’s presence by remembering Him,
showing total submission to Him, and showing due respect
to Him by not doing anything wrong when we know He
can see us.

Allah’s knowledge of His slaves is equally of two types:
(a) Allah’s absolute knowledge of His slaves and the
circumstances surrounding them, and (b) Allah’s specific
knowledge which includes His love for His righteous
servants, drawing closer to them and saving them from
hardships, the greatest of which is death and the terrifying
events that follow it.

If someone remembers Allah while he is in good health
and in times of ease, Allah will remember him in times of
hardship, show kindness to him and make him firm upon
pure Islamic monotheism (tawheed). In this way, he will
meet Allah while Allah is pleased with him. Conversely,
if he forgets Allah while he is in good health and in times
of ease, Allah will forget him and abandon him in times of
hardship.
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We constantly need to seek help from Allah in order to
perform what He has commanded us to do, to avoid what
He has forbidden us to do and to exercise patience to do or
avoid things we can possibly do without disobeying Allah’s
orders. We need to seek His help in all our affairs at all
times. No one can provide help to do that except Allah,
Glorified and Sublime be He. Allah, Exalted be He, says,

(Surat Al-
Faatihah 1:5).

The main reason why we need to ask Allah for help is that
we cannot possibly realise benefits and avoid harm without
our total dependence on Allah. No one can truly help us
as to what is best for our religion and worldly life except
Allah, Glorified and Sublime be He. This is the meaning
of the statement,

which is one of the treasures of Paradise. Whoever
truly seeks the aid of Allah will certainly receive it. The
Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him peace) said,

Muslim) Whoever abandons seeking
Allah’s help and instead seeks the help of others will be
left to those whose help he has sought and will be utterly
disappointed.

Asking Allah means invoking Him and turning to Him
with hope. Indeed, invocation and supplication is the
essence of worship.

The Prophet (may Allah bless him and grant him peace)
said,

(Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and
Muslim).

A Muslim must ask Allah alone, and by so doing he
demonstrates total humility, submissiveness, need and
state of helplessness before Allah, Exalted be He.

Allah, Exalted be He, loves to be asked and called upon and
loves those who repeatedly pray to Him. He also becomes
displeased with those who do not ask Him. He is able to
grant the requests of all His creatures and that would not
decrease what He has in the least.
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My Servants

Abu Dharr Al-Ghifaaree (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that among the
sayings the Prophet (peace be upon him) related from his Lord, Glorified and Exalted
be He, is that He said:

13

, I have forbidden oppression for Myself and have made it forbidden
amongst you, so do not oppress one another.

, all of you are astray except for those I have guided, so seek guidance of
Me and I shall guide you.

, all of you are hungry except for those I have fed, so seek food of Me and
I shall feed you.

, all of you are naked except for those I have clothed, so seek clothing of
Me and I shall clothe you.

, you sin by night and by day, and I forgive all sins, so seek forgiveness of
Me and I shall forgive you.

you will not attain harming Me so as to harm Me, and you will not attain
benefiting Me so as to benefit Me.

were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn
of you to be as pious as the most pious heart of any one man of you, that would not
increase My kingdom in anything.

were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn
of you to be as wicked as the most wicked heart of any one man of you, that would
not decrease My kingdom in anything.

were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn
of you to rise up in one place and make a request of Me, and were I to give everyone
what he requested, that would not decrease what I have, any more than a needle
decreases the sea if put into it.

it is but your deeds that I reckon up for you and then recompense you
for, so let him who finds good [in the hereafter] praise Allah, and let him who finds
other than that blame no one but himself.” (Reported by Muslim).
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The Prophet's advice (may Allah bless
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